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SUBJECT: PINOCHET ON CORVALAN-BUKOVSKY EXCHANGE 

1 . 1 HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO CHAT WITH PRESIDENT PINOCHET 
AT NAVAL ACADEMY GRADUATION CEREMONIES IN VALPARAISO 
DECEMBER 18. 1 FOUND HIM ELATED AT SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION 
OF CORVALAN-BUKOVSKY EXCHANGE. 

2. PINOCHET EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR ROLE OF U.S., BOTH 
IN WASHINGTON AND IN SWITZERLAND. 

3. PINOCHET RECALLED THAT HE HAD MENTIONED CONCEPT OF 
PRISONER EXCHANGE AS EARLY AS SEPTEMBER 1974, ORIGINALLY 
ON A MASS BASIS. THE LESSON OF THE CORVALAN-BUKOVSKY 
AFFAIR, HE FELT, WAS THAT EVEN A SMALL COUNTRY COULD 
SUCCESSFULLY STAND UP TO "THE COMMUNISTS" IF IT WAS FIRM 
AND PERSISTENT IN ITS BASIC CONVICTIONS. 
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4. THEPRESIDENT MADE MUCH OF THE CONTRAST IN THE 
TREATMENT OF THE EXCHANGED PRISONERS DURING THEIR 
INCARCERATION. CORVALAN, HE NOTED, HAD BEEN LIVING IN 
EXCELLENT CONDITIONS IN THE DETENTION CENTER AT TRES 
ALAMOS. HE OFTEN SAW HIS FAMILY AND OTHER VISITORS, 

COULD WATCH TELEVISION, AND COULD EVEN RECEIVE TELEPHONE 
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CALLS FROM ABROAD. ON THE OTHER HAND, BUKOVSKY 
HAD EVIDENTLY EMERGED FROM HIS SOVIET PRISON IN VERY 
BAD PHYSICAL SHAPE AND UNINFORMED OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF HIS RELEASE. 

5. FOR REASONS NOT CLEARLY EXPLAINED THE PRESIDENT 
SEEMED PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR THE OTHER 
HALF OF HIS EXCHANGE PROPOSAL: THAT INVOLVING CHILEAN 
COMMUNIST JORGE MONTES AND HUBER MATOS OF CUBA. 

6. DEFENSE MINISTER GENERAL BRADY. PARTICIPATING IN THE 
CONVERSATION, POINTED OUT THAT NOT LONG AGO CORVALAN HAD 
INDICATED PUBLICLY THAT HE DID NOT WISH TO LEAVE CHILE, 

AS THE RESULT OF A PRISONER EXCHANGE OR OTHERWISE. THE 
FACT THAT HE ACTUALLY LEFT INDICATED TO BRADY THAT NO 
COMMUNIST - AND CERTAINLY NOT CORVALAN - COULD EXERCISE 
INDEPENDENT JUDGEMENT. 

7. 1 TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE 
RELEASES OF CHILEAN POLITICAL PRISONERS WOULD BE FOLLOWED 
BY OTHER SIGNIFICANT STEPS TOWARD THE RESTORATION OF 
NORMAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN CHILE. THIS PROCESS 
HAD TO GO VERY SLOWLY, PINOCHET INDICATED, BECAUSE OF 
THE CONTINUING DANGER THE "COMMUNISTS" POSED FOR THE 
TRANQUILITY AND PROGRESS OF THE COUNTRY. 

8. COMMENT: WE ARE REPORTING SEPARATELY THE MASSIVE 
LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE GIVEN THE PRISONER EXCHANGE., 
FEATURING A NUMBER OF THESE SAME THEMES. THE PRINCIPAL 
MOTIF IS "CHILE WON." THERE IS NO SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 
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OF THE REASONS WHICH IMPELLED THE USSR TO TAKE THE 
UNPRECEDENTED STEP OF PARTICIPATING IN THE EXCHANGE, NOR 
IS THERE ANY CONSIDERATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES, IF ANY, 

FOR FUTURE SOVIET-CHIEF, AN RELATIONSHIPS. 
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